My Three Years iti America

and thoughtfully patriotic American must feel when he thinks
of them and of the discredit they are daily bringing upon us/*
About the turn of the year 1915-16, the severance of diplo-
matic relations between  the American  and Austro-Hj|tngarian
Governments had become imminent.    The Italian liner Ancona
was torpedoed on November jtli in the Mediterranean Sea by
an  Austro-Hungarian  submarine,   and  went  down before  all
the passengers could succeed in escaping ;  many lives were lost,
American citizens being  among  them.    In  consequence,  the
Washington Government dispatched to Vienna a Note couched
in far stronger terms than any it had yet sent;  demanding that
the action should be admitted to be unlawful and inexcusable,
that compensation should be made, and that the officer respon-
sible should be punished for his deed, which would be branded
by the whole world as inhuman and barbarous,  and would
incur the abhorrence of all civilized nations.
The   Austro-Hungarian  representative,   Baron  Zwiedeneck
von Suedenhorst, found himself in an extremely difficult position.
Owing to the fact that he only ranked as charg6 d'affaires, and
that his appointment only dated from Dr. Dumba's departure,
he was not empowered to enter into negotiations.    He had
always proved himself a very loyal colleague and acted in close
co-operation with me, but in this instance, as the matter was
one solely for Vienna's decision, I could be of little service to him.
I counselled him to telegraph frankly to his Government, that
if the American demands were not conceded, a breach was to
be expected;   I was myself inclined to believe that, as in the
case of our Naval and Military Attaches, Mr. Wilson's real purpose
was to give the lie to those accusations of weakness which the
Entente party was constantly casting in his teeth, and this, I
thought, accounted for the unwonted sternness of the American
Note, which seemed absolutely to challenge a rupture.    It was
".. not conceivable that the Austrian Government could swallow
this "bitter pill, while from the point of view of the American
;     .Government/the breakingroff of relations would be a real diplo-
nxatic victory; for on the one hand the political situation would
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